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Experimental
Crystal data [Ru(C 9 H 10 BN 6 )(N 3 ) (C 13 (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX publication routines (Farrugia, 1999) .
ric and catalytic transformations of organic molecules (Pavlik et al., 2005) . The complex [Ru(Tp)Cl(PPh 3 ) 2 ] (Alock et al., 1992) has been used as the starting material for the synthesis of several complexes because the chloride atom and the PPh 3 group can be easily substituted (Slugovc et al., 1997; Moloy & Petersen, 1995; Burrows, 2001) . On the other hand, the azide anion N 3 -is a versatile ligand because it shows a variety of coordination modes and compounds with this ligand shows interesting thermal and photochemical reactivities (Dori & Ziolo, 1973; Meyer et al., 1998; Huynh et al., 2003) .
In the crystal structure of the title compound, the environment about the ruthenium metal center corresponds to a slightly distorted octahedron and the bite angle of the Tp ligand leads to an average N-Ru1-N angle of 86.3°, which is only slightly distorted from 90° (Fig. 1) . The three Ru1-N(Tp) bond lengths of 2.077 (3), 2.114 (4), and 2.084 (4) Å) are slightly longer than the average distance of 2.038 Å observed in other ruthenium Tp complexes (Gemel et al. 1996; Slugovc et al. 1998 ). The Ru1-N7 and N7-C10 bond lengths of 2.053 (3) 
To a solution of [Ru(Tp)Cl(PPh 3 ) 2 ] (3.95 g, 4.50 mmol) in CH 3 OH (100 ml), an excess of benzophenoneimine (7.9 ml, 45.0 mmol) and NaN 3 (2.93 g, 45.0 mmol) were added and the solution was refluxed for 120 min. Afterwards the reaction mixture was concentrated to approximately 10 ml and cooled to 253 K. The yellow precipitate which has formed was filtered off, washed with CH 2 Cl 2 and was dried under reduced pressure to give the title compound (2.34 g, 65% yield). The bright-yellow crystals used for X-ray structure analysis were obtained within 3 days by slow diffusion of diethyl ether into a solution of the title compound in CH 2 Cl 2 at 273 K.
Refinement
The H atoms were placed in idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with C-H = 0.95 -0.99 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5U eq (C), B-H = 1.0 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (B), and N-H = 0.88 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (N).
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . Molecular structure of (the title compound with labelling and displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level (H atoms are shown as spheres of arbitrary radius). 
